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illustrates forcibly the slowness of the death of manorial
custom.

The COPYHOLDER holds his land by copy of the court roll
and therefore has some security against being turned out, but
the security falls short of certainty by a good deal. He is the
descendant of the villein of the thirteenth century, and though
the king's courts have recently taken to defending him against
his lord, there is no one rule for the country. It all depends on
the custom of the particular manor. If he can show that for
a long time the custom has been for copyholds to descend from
father to son, or that he holds for so many lives, he is fairly safe,
or at least handicapped only as the poor man is in every age
when it comes to legal action against a richer. Even then, unless
there is a fixed custom of the manor as to the amount of fine to
be paid when a holding changes hands, he may be driven from
his land by an exorbitant demand. It is this question of insecurity
of tenure that is the battle-ground of the sixteenth century.

As to his position economically, the copyholder is often a very
well-to-do farmer, though he may be of any rank of wealth from
the farmer of some hundreds of acres to a mere cottager with
three or four.

The TENANT-AT-WILL is also a customary tenant and is of
course in a precarious position.

The LEASEHOLDER is protected by his lease, but no further,
and there is nothing to prevent the rent being raised at the end
of the lease. Until 1530 the heir of the lord could repudiate the
lease. The custom of fines has spread from copyhold to leasehold
and a landlord can make the fine so high as to be impossible to
the small man.

The Custom of the Manor* It will be well to inquire at this
point what forces tended to protect the peasant in his coming
struggle with the new type of landlord. His main defence lay
in what was known as the ' custom of the manor'. This was
a great deal more than anything we should imply by the term
nowadays. It was unwritten law, handed on from generation
to generation in each manor; it covered the minutest details